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FHFD Involved in Dramatic Navesink
River Rescue!

U

The clams have been shucked. The 50-50 ticket wheel is ready.
The Krazy Kans are stacked. The Zipper is set up.

It must mean...
mean

It’s Fair Time!
Friday, August 24 - Saturday, September 1
The fun starts at 6:00 pm every night.
(Closed Sunday)
Wednesday is Family Night: 1 less ticket for rides!
Thursday Night: Centennial Celebration Night!
Seafood Restaurant: doors open at 6:00 !
Super 50/50! Last year’s winner took home over
$17,000!
iPad Alert! The First Aid Squad is raffling off TWO brand
new, latest version iPads, each valued at over $700!
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sually, when the alarms sound and the radios
blare, calling for the Fair Haven First Aid Squad,
the responders have a pretty good idea of what to expect
and how to handle it. But in March, the call was anything but routine. “Powerboat spinning in circles in the
Navesink River,” was the terse announcement from the
county’s emergency dispatch center. Four members of
the squad sped to a marina at the foot of DeNormandie
Avenue, where the fire company’s rescue boat is kept
ready nine months of the year. From the firehouse, an
ambulance with four more members traveled to the
dock, prepared to treat and transport any injuries.
The crew in the boat was especially well prepared to
deal with the unexpected. At the helm was Jim Cerruti,
owner of the Fair Haven Yacht Works where the boat is
kept. A former fire chief in town, he has spent his life
around boats, from graduating from the Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, to years commanding
giant oil tankers around the globe. At his side was his
son Chris, 18, a fire company member who has grown
up weaving small boats through the mooring fields on
the Navesink. With them were Wade Davis, another exchief, and Bob Krueger, captain of the first aid squad.
Both of them have participated in innumerable water
rescue drills in their years with the fire company.
As they rushed out on the rescue boat, they were startled by what they found. “We got in service, and got
out to the boat, which was spinning around in the middle of the river,” recalls Cerruti. “And we’re looking,
and there’s nobody in the boat! So of course our priority was to rescue the driver.” It was a tense couple of
moments, worrying that the owner could have been hit
by the boat or the propeller. Finally one of them spotted
a swimmer about 200 yards from the boat, struggling
River Rescue...Continued on Page 5
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Chief Heath in action at the Fair: On a ride and in the kitchen!

FIRE DEPARTMENT
L—R: Deputy Chief Derek DeBree, Chief Bill Heath, 1st Assistant Dan Kane and 2nd Assistant Scott Eskwitt

A Message from Chief Heath

I

t’s my sincere privilege to serve as your Fire Chief in
2012. I have been a life-long resident of Fair Haven
serving as a Scout leader, sailing instructor, first aider and
as a Lieutenant in the Police Department It gives me a
great sense of pride to continue serving our town as your
Fire Chief this year. I am lucky to volunteer along side a
dedicated group of men and women who sacrifice many
hours of their lives making sure every resident and visitor
is safe from harm's way. It is equally important that you,
the resident, also stay educated on fire safety and practice
good fire prevention!
For any emergency situation, please dial 9-1-1. If you
have a fire, alarm or smoke condition, just Get Out and
Stay Out. Call from a neighbor’s house or your cell
phone. Every home should have a smoke detector on
every floor and in every bedroom. A Carbon Monoxide
detector should also be placed on every floor. These batteries MUST be changed, at a minimum, once year. A
good rule to remember is, when you set your clocks back
or ahead, change your detector batteries.
Every home should also have a fire escape plan that is
frequently discussed, especially if children are living in
your home. Create two or more escape plans from your
home and establish a meeting place, once everyone has
exited the home. This meeting place should be a familiar
place or object that is easily remembered (i.e. the front
yard tree, a neighbor’s house, etc.). This helps us know
everyone is out and that no one needs to be rescued. Other
ways you can help us help you:

•

see from the street and well illuminated.
• Trim back bushes and trees from fire hydrants and gas
meters.
• Change the batteries in your smoke alarms twice per
year.
• Keep hydrants clear of snow during the winter.
• Get your chimney cleaned.
• Clear a path in your basement to the electrical panel,
furnace and hot water heater.
• Never leave food cooking on the stove unattended
• Use flashlights instead of candles during power outages.
• Give as much information to the 911 operator as you
can in medical or fire emergencies.
Remember, if there is a fire, Get Out and Stay Out!
I hope that you will never need our services, but if you do,
rest assured that our volunteer firefighters and EMTs will
be at your doorstep within minutes, providing you with the
assistance you require. On behalf of the Fair Haven Fire
Department, I thank you for your continued support of this
fine organization that I am so proud to be leading in 2012.
— Chief Bill Heath

Make sure your house number is big enough for us to
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FIRST AID SQUAD
L—R: Captain Bob Krueger, 1st Lieutenant
Trudy Wojciehowski, 2nd Lieutenant Pat
Corbett

FIRE POLICE
L—R: 1st Lieutenant Doug Anderson, Captain
Andy Schrank, 2nd Lieutenant Marty Coy

First Aid and Pre-Schoolers
First Aid 1st Lt. Trudy Wojciehowski has had over 20
years of experience as a pre-school director. Trudy feels
strongly that parents need to feel confident about what to
do in an emergency involving a young child. The Center
for Disease Control reported 123.8 million children in the
United States went to the emergency room last year. Trudy
commented, "As an officer and parent , my heart always
beats a little faster when we go to an emergency involving
a young child. One thing I enjoy about volunteering for
our Squad is not only helping kids when they need it, but
also helping parents understand how to prevent and deal
with emergencies." Here is some more information:
Fever. A fever is a sign that the body is fighting off an
infection. A rapid rise in temperature can cause a febrile
seizure in infants and toddlers. The child should be
checked by a doctor as soon as possible Call 911 if the
child has labored breathing, is turning blue or the seizure
does not stop after three to five minutes..
Respiratory distress. Difficulty breathing can be caused
by many reasons. Choking, asthma and anaphylaxis shock
are the most common. Sign of respiratory distress are
coughing, wheezing, labored breathing, grunting and turning blue. If the child is turning blue around the mouth or
the condition is worsening, call 911.
Falls. A child falling from a significant height can cause
many injuries. Injury of the head, spine and internal organs are just a few. Call 911 if the child loses conscious-

AUXILIARY
President Bev Davis

ness, vomits or complains of tingling or numbness. Toddlers
are prone to head injuries. A concussion is the result of a temporary loss of brain function due to a head injury. Signs of a
concussion are: loss of consciousness, confused, dazed or suddenly tires, loss of balance, sensitivity to light, vomiting and
headache.
Vomiting and diarrhea. Excessive vomiting and diarrhea can
cause dehydration in children. Call 911 if the child becomes
unresponsive or if the child complains of cramping and unrelated abdominal pain.
Broken bones. Not usually life threatening, but a child should
be taken to a hospital for evaluation. Call 911 if the bone is
sticking out of the skin, you can’t control the pain or you suspect a head or neck injury.
Allergic Reactions. Many children have allergic reactions to
foods and insect bites. Signs of these reactions include labored
breathing, swelling of the face and mouth and dizziness. Call
911 as soon as possible.
Cuts. If your child has a cut and it is bleeding heavily apply
pressure to the wound. If you are unable to stop the bleeding
your child should go to the emergency room.
Poisoning. Many children like to explore the medicine cabinet
of the area where you keep household cleaners. The first thing
to do is call poison control (1-800-222-1222) Have the chemical
with you when you call. Call 911 if the child is unresponsive or
poison control advises you to do so.
When calling 911, remain calm and give all the information you
know. It is very helpful to keep on your refrigerator or somewhere near your phone the following information: Child’s
name, date of birth, your address, medical history, medications,
allergies. Babysitters should know where to reach you when
you are not home and alternative contact to a cell phone. The
Fair Haven First Aid Squad has forms you can use to record this
information. We would be glad to give them to you!
Never second guess when to call 911. If you are not sure then it
is reason to call.
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Scenes from around Town
October 2011: Fire Safety Week
Firefighter Matt Bufano helps teach a group of Smart
Start schoolchildren safety. “Stop, Drop and Roll” is
now second nature to many Fair Haven children!

January 2012: First Aider Ken
Arko is the “victim” at a drill. The
Reeves Sleeves is a lifting piece of
equipment that lets a patient be
comfortably moved while at the
same time protecting them from
further injuries.

June 2012: A Very. Very Hot Burnhouse Drill
No, 2nd Assistant Chief Dan Kane and ex-Chief Mike Reddy aren’t sporting the latest hair fashions. They just participated in a very realistic drill,
held at the Middletown Fire Academy's “burnhouse”. Firefighters had to
enter a burning building and practice Mayday calls, rescues and other firefighting skills. Fair Haven First Aiders were on hand throughout the 4
hour drill. By the way, one way to prevent hyperthermia (overheating) is
to cool down with wet towels.

April 2012: Firefighter Conley and
1st Assistant Chief Kane practice hydrant techniques during a house drill.
From time to time, residents will offer
their homes to the Fire Company, prior
to a major renovation where the home
is about to be torn down.

October 2011: A lucky Meadowflower student gets to be a fireman
for the day, as he operates the nozzle of a firehose.

July 2012: As has been the tradition for many
years, Fair Haven Recreation Campers were
treated to a fire safety demonstration and tour of
a truck (1372). That’s Chief Heath and Firefighter Lenczyk perched on top.

July 2012: Rescuers Practice with the “John
Boat”. 13-Marine1 is our new 16 foot rescue
boat; it will be used by rescuers to quickly get
into narrow waterway areas and help find and
help victims in our ponds and the Shrewsbury
and Navesink Rivers. 13-M1 currently features
a longboard, one set of paddles, two new LED
Streamlight Vulcan Lightboxes, Scuba gear,
lifejackets, a Whelen Cadet blue light and a 25
HP Johnson Prop transferred over from our just
retired inflatable Zodiac.
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River Rescue, Continued from Page 1

to reach land on the Middletown side. “Although he was only
in chest deep water, it was mid-March, and the water wasn’t
much above 50 degrees. He was starting to show signs of
exposure.”
The crew helped the owner onto the rescue boat, and raced
back to the marina, where the ambulance crew was waiting.
They checked his vital signs and wrapped him in warm blankets until he could return home. But we weren’t done yet,”
remembers Captain Krueger. “The boat was still making
loops in the middle of the river.”
The rescue boat crew was then able to use a combination of
ingenuity, quick hands and a boathook to attempt to stop the
12 foot aluminum skiff, finally working as a team to quickly
board the boat. They were able to return the boat safely with
no damage, and most importantly, no injuries to anybody,”
says Jim.
All in all, says Bob Krueger, “It was so fortunate that our
Marine Rescue 13 had just been put in the water the day before. I don’t know what would have happened if we hadn’t
been there to help.”

More about our Rescue Boats: Marine Rescue 13 is used for
much of the year, not only for actual victim rescues, but also as a
safety boat during river events, such as the Red Bank and Danskin
Triathlons, and of course, during drills. Here, during a drill, first
aiders and firefighters work as a team to help a hurt patient off a
simulated remote beach and onto the Marine 13 boat for transport
to an ambulance at the nearby dock.

1ST GRADERS LOBBY FOR AN EXTENDED
FAIR!
We love hearing from kids! We received a few letters from Sickles 1st Graders asking if we could extend the Fair. One child
asked for a year-round Fair. We’ll consider the proposal—Zipper
rides after school? Here is a letter from Celia Daluise.

FHFD MEMBERS NEEDED!
 FIREFIGHTER: Are you interested in actively
working at fire, alarm, rescue and motor vehicle incidents, as well as participating in year-round firehouse
activities?

 FIRST AIDER: Are you ready to learn emergency
medical technician skills, respond to calls, maintain our
supplies and rigs and provide first aid support to our
community?

 FIRE POLICE: Do you want to support emergency calls by maintaining safety perimeters at calls,
managing
traffic, and protecting the volunteers as well onlookers ?
 SOCIAL MEMBER: Do you want to support the
fire company while enjoying the camaraderie at our firehouse by helping out at community and firehouse
events?
Applying is easy! Go to www.fhfd.org/joining.html
or call John Feeny at (732) 492-9034 to learn more.
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We Remember Three Special Fair Volunteers
The Fire Department lost three very special volunteers this year. While you may not have seen them fighting fires or at an emergency scene, Mary, Mitty and Cecile added heart and soul to our fire company and to our Fair.

Mary Falotico
The Hostess with the “Mostess”

Mitty DeFazio
The Grinning Ticket Seller

For the first time in over 30 years,
there will be a hostess change in
the dining room. Mary Falotico,
who graciously welcomed and
escorted diners to their
seats lost her
courageous battle with cancer on
February 21st. She loved working
at the Fair every night as well as
preparing the food in the morning.
Her daughter, ex-First Aid Captain, Rocky Falotico will be busy
in the Seafood Restaurant, but
noted that she and so many others
will miss her Mom’s warm and
friendly smile..

For over 40 years, Mitty could be
spotted in the
Ticket Sales
booth, selling ride
tickets with that
famous toothy
grin of his. Mitty
passed away in
May. He was profiled in the 2010
FHFD Newsletter,
where ex-Chief Jack Mulvihill noted
that Mitty “would work his job as a
milk bottle deliveryman, up at 3:00
am, and then show up later to work
the Fair. In over 4 decades, he rarely
missed a night.” He may not have
missed a night, and we sure will miss
him.

Cecile Riley
The Platter Queen
(and luckiest gal at the Fair)
Those lucky enough to enjoy a seafood
platter at the Fair may have noticed the
succulent scallops, fries and coleslaw
perfectly aligned on their plates. And
most likely, the platter had been assembled by Cecile Riley, who was
seen every night at the Fair in the
kitchen for the last 20 years. Speaking
of luck, her brother John (1977, 1986
Fire Chief and 1975 Captain), said,
“She was the luckiest woman I know.
Won a 50-50 drawing every night!”.
Cecile passed away one week before
the opening of the Fair. Cecile’s kindness and joking manner will be missed;
and a seafood combo platter will never
look the same.

Scenes from Fair Haven’s Centennial Parade, June 16, 2012
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Fire Department Emergency Responses: January 2012— June 2012
Medical

Fires /
Rescues

Other

TOTAL

Jan

26

6

4

36

Feb

22

11

4

35

Mar

35

8

4

47

Apr

36

6

4

46

May

38

16

4

58

June

34

15

4

53

2012 FHFD Volunteerism Scholarship Awarded to Chris Cerruti

C

hris Cerruti, this year’s recipient of the FHFD Volunteerism
Scholarship is headed to Worcester Polytechnic Institute in
Worcester Massachussets to study civil engineering.
Chris started as a Cadet in the Fire Department, putting in hundreds
of hours detailing equipment, helping out behind the scenes, not to
mention long stints in the Outback at the Fair, and upon turning 18 he
became an active member of the Fire Department.
Chris recalls the exact moment when he knew he wanted to volunteer
in the fire department and learn fire fighting skills: “There was a house
fire on Clay Street. I remember my Dad working at that fire and the
teamwork and skills everyone showed that night.”
When asked what it meant to him to win the scholarship, Chris said,
“It’s not about the money; it’s about the feeling I get being part of an
organization like the Fire Department. Vin Feeny, Chairman of the
Scholarship Committee added, “We recognize that the $4000.00 is a
small part of the expenses of a higher education, but we are pleased to
be able to help students who give so much to our community.” Chris
went on to thank his fellow firemen, “I want to say thank you to everyone who has mentored me and shown me he importance of volunteering. I learned a lot from my Dad and Mr. Lenskold [Paul Lenskold,
ex-Chief and Cadet Program Coordinator]. I hope to always give back
to my community, no matter where I am.

Chris Cerruti, 2nd from left, poses in front of
the retired 1374 LaFrance truck, with fellow
Cadets Ryan Heard, Tom Brenner and Nick
Kafaf. The Fire Department congratulations
R-FH graduates Chris, Tom and Nick and
wishes them much success as they head to
college. Tom is headed to RIT and Nick is
headed to Franklin and Marshall College.
Boys and girls over the age of 14 who are
interested in becoming cadets can apply at
www.fhfd.org or call Paul Lenskold at
732.610-4855.

Previous Volunteerism Scholarship Winners
Samantha Haskell — 2011
Elizabeth Henne—2010
Kelsey Ambrose - 2009
Anat Waldman - 2008
Theresa Hartman - 2007
Whitney Breckenridge - 2006
Erin Puck – 2005
Ben Smith - 2004
Chris and his Dad, back in 2008.
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Fair Volunteers
Still Needed!
Please Join the fun!
Sign up TODAY at
www.fhfd.org, or contact Personnel Chairperson Rich
rbrister@fhfd.org

On Friday, August 17, Fair Haven welcomed
home Olympian Connor Jaeger, escorted by
Rumson and Fair Haven Police, EMS and Fire
Apparattus. Connor poses below with some
very proud fire department members and their
families. Right, Katie and Kirstin Felsmann,
ex-Chief John Felsmann’s daughters, show
their Olympic spirit as they await Connor’s
arrival.
Published by the Fair Haven Fire Company Newsletter Committee
Full color versions of all newsletters can be found at www.fhfd.org
Please email any comments to newsletter@fhfd.org

COMING
SOON
SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 13
FALL AUTO SHOW
9:00 AM—
AM—3:00 PM
Over 150 Vintage Cars
DJ! Games! Prizes! Food!
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